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arty gained the ascendancy in Parliament, and in be first negotiations with the King, the total abolition f Episcopacy was one of the demands made. In uly, 1643, Parliament summoned an assembly of .ivines to meet at Westminster, and undertake the eformation of the Church. Then followed the ac-eptance by Parliament of the Solemn League and Covenant, the implied promise to model the Church >f England upon that of Scotland, and the inclusion if representatives of the Scottish clergy in the As-embly of Divines.
Step by step the English Church was transformed, n January, 1645, the two Houses passed a series of esolutions for the reorganisation of the Church-ipon a Presbyterian basis, followed by ordinances vhich established one after another the component >arts of the system. By the close of 1646, the use >f the Prayer-book had been prohibited, and a E Directory," drawn up by the Assembly, had been :njoined in its stead, while new Articles of Be-ief, a new Confession of Faith, and a new Catechism vere in preparation. Bishops and all the ecclesiasti-:al hierarchy dependent on them had been abolished, ind their lands vested in trustees for the payment >f the debts of the State (October, 1646). The work vas still incomplete, but under all outward conform-ty there would be an essential difference between :he Presbyterian Churches of England and Scotland. In Scotland the Church was dependent upon no >ne; in England it would be dependent upon Par-iament. Whatever the Westminster Assemble night decide was established only by the authority